
Trying Your Best

You're the Teacher!
Concept
Learning Skills

Length
15-20 Minutes

Materials Required
 • Two sample student 

assignments

 • Effort rubrics

 • Pencils, colored pencils, or 
markers

 • Computers (tablets, phones) 
with Internet access (if you 
want students to upload 
artifacts)

Artifacts

Upload students’ effor t self-
assessment to Storyboard. 
They can a lso use their  
answers as a  basis for  setting a 
goal about trying their  best at a  
task in the My Goals section of 
Xello.

Inquiry Prompts
  • Why should someone put their best effort forth at school?
  • What does it look like when someone makes an effort?
  • What are the benefits of trying your best?
  • Does effort always equal success (e.g. high marks)?

Instructions

In this activity, students use an effort rubric to “grade” some sample work. The 
objective is to ensure students can identify various levels of effort and interpret 
rubrics to gauge how they can try their hardest with their own work.

 1 Hand out the effort rubric and sample assignments to groups of students. 
Students will need 2 rubric sheets so they can score both assignments.

 2 Ask them to study the rubric. Use it as a guide for evaluating the amount of 
effort involved in the sample works. They can circle or color in the box with 
the score they want to give the work in each of the categories.

 3 Encourage students to discuss the evidence they’ve found for their rating.

 4 Ask groups to explain why they graded the work the way they did. Discuss 
why groups agreed or disagreed about the results.

Message for students: Sometimes trying your best means a higher mark or a big 
reward. But sometimes the rewards aren’t as obvious. In some cases, trying your 
best means you’ve challenged yourself, learned a lot, and prepared yourself to 
meet more—and maybe even bigger—challenges next time.
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