
Comparing Careers

Wave the Card
Concept
Learning Skills

Length
10-15 Minutes

Materials Required
 • Wave the Card career cards 

(one set per student or 
group)                     

Artifacts

None for  this activity

Inquiry Prompts
  • How are some careers the same?
  • How are similar careers different?
  • What kind of career sounds the most interesting to you (e.g. one where you 

work in a hospital, work with children, etc.)?

Instructions

In this activity, students demonstrate what they already know about careers by 
choosing a career card that matches a description. As well, they gain a basic 
understanding of how some careers can share certain characteristics like 
workplaces, tasks, and skills required.

 1 Pass out the career cards to students individually, or have students work in 
groups.

 2 Explain to students that you’re going to give a series of clues. Students who 
have the career card that answers the clue should hold up their card.

 3 Choose some of the following clues to read to students. Wave the card of 
someone who:

 • Works in a hospital

 • Works with children

 • Works with tools (like a saw, wrench, or hammer)

 • Works with money

 • Helps people in trouble

 • Makes something creative

 • Works outside

 • Works in a school

 • Works with computers

 4 Discuss with students all the careers match the clue. Can they think of any 
other careers that are similar?

Message to students: Some careers share a task or goal. For example, both 
police officers and firefighters keep people safe. Others may work in the same 
place. For instance, both a cashier and a manager may work in a grocery store. 
And lots of careers require the same skills. A teacher and a politician both have 
to be good at communication to make sure people understand them. Can you 
think of other ways that careers can be similar?
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