Lesson Overview

Decision Making
Recommended
6th Grade

Length
75 Minutes

About This Lesson
To introduce decision making strategies to support future goal setting, students
will share how they have made decisions in the past, evaluate the effectiveness
of those strategies, and develop their understanding of making informed,
responsible decisions.

Learning Objectives

Xe llo Entry Point
Y ou ca n use this lesson a t
a ny point dur ing students'
explor a tion of Xello, a s they
a r e not r equir ed to
com plete a ny pr er equisites
pr ior to Xello's Decision
Making lesson.

By the end of this lesson, students will:

•
•
•
•

understand the importance of making informed, responsible decision when
faced with important choices
understand the important of considering the consequences of potential
decisions
explore the difference between gut and logic decisions
reflect on an important decision they've recently made

Driving Question
How do I make good decisions?

Future-Ready Skills
Eva lu a tin g

Assessin g

Ju dgin g

Respon sibility

G oa l Settin g

Lesson Breakdown
35

minutes

25

minutes

15

minutes

Activity 1 - Prior Decisions
I n this a ctivity, students will sha r e wa ys they ha ve m a de pr ior
decisions a nd eva lua te the effectiveness of the str a tegies they used.

Activity 2 - Xello Lesson: Decision Making
Dir ect students to com plete the Xello lesson titled Decision Making
wher e they will lea r n the im por ta nce of m a king infor m ed, r esponsible
decisions when fa ced with im por ta nt choices.

Activity 3 - Decision Outcomes
Using a physica l or vir tua l boa r d, a sk ea ch student to contr ibute 2-3
sticky notes in r esponse to this pr om pt: Think a bout one decision
you'll be m a king in the nea r futur e tha t r equir es som e logic a nd gut;
wha t do you wa nt fr om this decision? Look a t the wa nts a s a whole
gr oup. Ar e sim ila r wa nts r ela ted to sim ila r decisions? I s it possible to
ha ve sim ila r decisions, but va r ying wa nts?

Le sson Vocabulary

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Options
Outcomes
Consequences
Informed guess
Advice
Perspectives
Logic
Gut

Decision Making

Activity 1 - Prior Decisions
Recommended
6th Grade

Length
35 Minutes

Inquiry Prompts

•
•
•

What important decisions have I made in the past?
What strategies do I use to help me make decisions?
Why are some decision making strategies more effective than others?

Teaching Strategies

Mate rials Re quire d

•
•
•

Computers or tablets with
internet access
Decision Making Strategies
Google Doc
Physical or virtual sticky
notes

In this activity, students activate prior knowledge to recognize how they have
made decisions in the past.
1

Create a copy and share the Decision Making Strategies Google Doc
through Assignments on Xello. Student will:

• Contribute at least one strategy to the Google Doc, rate its

effectiveness (somewhat, mostly, or very effective) based on their
prior use, and include a short anecdote to justify their rating.

• Rate another strategy they are familiar with and include another short
anecdote to justify this rating.
• Submit the assignment after making their contributions to the Google
Doc.

2

After students contribute to the Google Doc, they continue on to the Xello
Lesson: Decision Making.

3

OPTIONAL: Following the Xello Lesson students can review the Google Doc
and include new anecdotes or strategies.

Artifacts
Students will contr ibute to the
Decision M a king Str a tegies
G oogle Doc a nd subm it their
wor k thr ough Xello
Assignments.

